THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE

bishops over the faithful and treated them as high officials,
granting them exemption from the burdens of State and allotting
them men and estates, They upheld the clergy and lent it the
support of armed force against its adversaries. As bishop of lours,
St. Martin travelled through the country-side with an escort,
destroying idols and sacred trees. The Imperial Government
even caused heretical Christians to be arrested and put to death.
The clergy was obedient to the absolute authority of the em-
peror and retained the habits of the Roman aristocracy, It con-
tinued to take as its models the pre-Christian Latin writers, who
now began to be known as 'pagan'. In its writings it employed
the forms of rhetoric taught in the schools of the Latin rhetors,
who were more concerned with gaining applause than with ex-
pressing true ideas. This rhetoric no longer possessed the precise,
clear, concise, and natural form of the Greek orators; it had be-
come a pretentious, inflated, vague} and obscure language, which
was to acquire the force of tradition and, handed clown through
the whole of the Middle Ages, become perpetuated in the pulpit
eloquence of the French Church.